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Over 150 Conservative Leaders from over 100 Groups back 
Zawistowski for ORP Chairman

Kent - Tom Zawistowski, Candidate for Chairman of the Ohio Republican Party, announced today that he had 
received the endorsement of over 150 Conservative Leaders from over 100 Groups across Ohio.  In an open 
letter titled "A Message to the Ohio GOP from Ohio Conservative Group Leaders", the leaders expressed their 
disapointment in the actions of the Republican candidates they helped to elect and their frustrations with the 
Ohio Republican Party in general.  The leaders also expressed their belief that they and their members feel 
that they have no choice but to start a third party because they have lost confidence in the Ohio Republican 
Party and it's candidates to represent their views. They told the ORP leadership that they would only trust Tom 
Zawistowski as Chairman to make the necessary changes that would keep them active in the Ohio Republican 
Party going forward.

Zawistowski responded to the endorsement by saying  "I thank these leaders for their support and for being 
willing to give me a chance to make the necessary changes. It's very clear by their letter, and the letter 
yesterday from social conservatives, that our Ohio Republican Party needs a respected, experienced leader to 
fix these problems and renew the confidence of our base. Both letters state unequivocally that I am the person 
that the base trusts to do the job as the next Chairman of the Party."

Zawistowski continued by saying, "One of the main reasons I am running for Chairman of the Ohio Republican 
Party is to restore confidence in party leadership so that we can address the systemic issues that plague our 
party.  I can honestly say that I have never seen the anger and feelings of betrayal running as high as they are 
right now among Republicans of all persuasions and their concerns must be addressed. These loyal 
supporters of the Republican cause are crying out to the Party demanding change.  I hear their cry's of 
frustration and disapointment and I am making sure that our ORP Leadership, and State Central Committee 
members and County Chairmen hear it and understand it as well. Changes must be made, starting with the 
vote for Chairman on April 26th, and if they are not made, the ORP will be severely damaged by the inevitable 
fracturing of the party base." 

The following is the letter sent by Conservative leaders to the State Central Central Committee and County 
Chairmen today:

A Message to the Ohio GOP from Ohio Conservative Group Leaders:

As our friends, the social conservatives, said yesterday, April 26th will be judgment day for not only the Ohio 
GOP, but could impact the future of the Republican party as a whole.  “As Ohio goes, so goes the nation.” The 
nation will be watching the results of your vote. You’ll decide to recognize and embrace Ohio’s conservative 
movement by electing Tom Zawistowski,  the only chairman who has the ability to embrace and unify the grass 
roots movement with the moderate Republicans and the social conservatives.  OR, you will decide to conduct 
“business as usual”, vote for the “next in line” Chairman, and turn your backs on the very conservative 
members who’ve been doing the ground work for the Ohio GOP for the last several years.  

There are over 200 (that we know of) like-minded conservative groups in Ohio, and we have no relation to the 
GOP other than most of us belong to the Republican party. These groups have been the workhorses for the 
GOP, in local, state and national elections, and many have worked with your county chairmen and at your 
victory centers.
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We stuck with mediocre candidates like Romney. We supported Governor Kasich in his run against Governor 
Strickland. We were out beating the bushes to garner support for SB5 when it seemed the rest of the Ohio 
GOP were very busy holding meetings planning their Christmas chicken dinners. We have been the lifeline and 
communications link for the GOP, but this may be about to end.

For the past four years we, the leaders and members of these conservative groups, have been fighting back 
the voices within our groups that say, “To heck with the GOP, we’re going to go third party.”  No leader has 
done more to prevent that from happening than Tom Zawistowski, and he has often taken a lot of heat for 
doing so. We know that third parties tend to split votes, particularly when there are two conservatives on the 
ballot.  We were able to get our members to buy into that in the past because it was our best option.

Ladies and Gentleman,  the problem of splitting the vote between two conservative candidates is fading away. 
Republicans who claim to be conservative,  yet vote in favor of expanding the largest Federal Government 
program in history, are against Workplace Freedom, support immigration amnesty, support gun control, support 
abortion, support gay marriage, support national debt, support federal takeover of education, transportation, it 
goes on, and on and on.  Every one of these Republicans claims to be conservative, yet by their positions, 
simply don’t support this. The line between the Republican and the Democrat is no longer blurry; heck, there is 
no line.

Quotes from Republican representatives at town hall meetings state, “We need the money, so we’ll accept 
Medicaid, we’ll accept Agenda 21 dollars,  we’ll accept Common Core dollars, we’ll accept Obamacare money.” 

For years, conservative groups have been waging a ground war in Ohio to stop these liberal policies and 
legislation from taking hold, but more and more, we’re spending our resources fighting our biggest battles with 
the Ohio Republican Party. 

Unfortunately, we’re afraid this is about to come to an end, as we’re at the turning point in our relationship with 
the Ohio GOP.  Please, we want to avoid this, but we can no longer hold back the call for a major split of 
conservatives away from the Republican party. The religious right has already done so in regard to gay 
marriage.

HOWEVER, we see one glimmer of hope that we can indeed continue support for the Ohio GOP, but you must 
want to do it, you must be willing to say, “I’ve had enough, and I’m willing to stand on principles.”  If the Ohio 
GOP wishes to head off this split, it must have a Chairman who’s earned the trust and respect of 
conservatives. More importantly, this Chairman must be able to pull in and unify everybody. For so long we’ve 
been deceived and misled; we will not accept a leader that has not earned our trust or our respect.
There are very few names that come to our minds, but rest assured, Mr. Tom Zawistowski’s name is #1 on that 
list.

As President of the Ohio Liberty Coalition, Tom exhibited these leadership skills.  Keep in mind, we are not a 
top down “The guy at the top gives the orders” organization.  Every one of the 200+ groups in the state of Ohio 
is totally separate, has their own leadership, their own agenda, they run their own show, etc.  We stay out of 
each other’s business, yet we seem to unify on common causes. Tom Z showed the ability to pull us together 
when others could not, he made sure we were aware of the facts, and he offered guidance in our individual 
quest for conservative governance. We guarantee, when Tom Z speaks and offers his guidance, we listen.
As chairman of the Ohio GOP, Tom would carry an extraordinary amount of weight with the conservative 
community. We trust him implicitly.  He will not deceive us; he will not BS us; he’ll lay down the hard facts, even 
when it hurts.  No one in the Ohio Republican Leadership has earned that trust or respect, and we simply have 
no desire to work with them.

The future of Ohio's GOP is up to you.  If you think the GOP will survive without the support of conservatives 
like us, then vote “business as usual.” We'll wish you a nice day and move on. We have other options. 
However, if you want to re-invigorate the Ohio GOP and return it to conservative values and philosophy,  we’re 
on board 100% if you vote for Mr. Tom Zawistowski as the new Ohio GOP Chairman. We sincerely hope you’ll 
choose to partner with us and bring conservative values back to the party.
SIGNED  (Member affiliations with groups are only there to assist with identification and may not represent the 
group)


